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  Topic: Marvellous Mayans         Year 5/6        Strand: Ancient Civilisations 

The Maya were a civilisation who lived in Mesoamerica (now Central 
America) between approximately 2000 BCE and 900CE. They are 

known for being the first Mesoamericans to develop writing. They al-
so had a sophisticated culture in which they lived in city states. They 
built spectacular monuments and stepped pyramids – some (e.g. El 
Castillo in Chichen Itza) have become world tourist destinations in 

the modern day. They were also well-known for their advanced 
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Top 5 Maya Facts! 

1) The Mayans predicted the world 
would end in 2012. 

2) Flat foreheads were fashionable 
so they would put baby’s heads 

in a press to squash them. 

3) It was considered beautiful to be 
cross-eyed so parents would 

hang balls in-between their chil-
dren’s eyes to make them look 

inwards.  

4) Mayans sacrificed humans for 
religious and medical reasons. It 
was an honour to be sacrificed!  

What you already know:  

You would have already 
learnt about two Ancient 

Civilisations : Ancient Egyp-
tians in LKS2 and the Shang 

Dynasty in UKS2. 

By the end of this topic: 

You will be able to compare 
all three civilisations based 
on their achievements and 

their way of life. 


