
Key Vocabulary 

Word Meaning 

Biomes A large geographical area which is home 

to certain plants and animals, specially 

adapted to suit the environment.  

Climate The usual or average weather conditions 

over a long period of time.  

Latitude and Longi-

tude  

Imaginary parallel lines which circle the 

globe from east to west.  

Imaginary lines which run north to south 

across the globe from pole to pole.  

Continent A large landmass made up of many coun-

tries  

Country An area that is controlled by its own gov-

ernment.  

Equator  An imaginary line around the globe at 

latitude 0° north dividing the earth into 

northern and southern hemispheres.  

Weather  Short-term impact on an area caused by 

sun, rain, wind etc. 

Koppen-Geiger Classi-

fication System 

A classification system to confirm which of 

5 main climate zones an area is in. 

Fieldwork  A method of investigating inn Geography. 

Local area  The area around us, focusing on the area 

where we live. 
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What you should  

already know: 

In Year 3 and 4, we spent time looking 

at and focusing on learning about 

Spain, as a country case study. We 

looked at the identification of Spain as a 

city within Europe, as well as consider-

ing how the physical features, human 

features and the population numbers 

compare to the United Kingdom. It in-

troduced us to the idea of a wider Geo-

graphical scale, beyond our local and 

immediate area, which is the focus in 

Key Stage 1. 

By the end of the unit, you should be able to:  

By the end of this unit, we will have spent time practising 

how to use an atlas, and be more confident to identify a range 

of features within a given area. Not only this, we are going to 

use fieldwork techniques to explore our local area, in order to 

compare our local area with America. 

A snapshot of our learning this half term: 

In our learning for this half-term, we are focusing on The Americas as a case study, to in-

crease our sense of place and our understanding of the Geographical location of America, 

and the variation of places and biomes which are found within America. We will begin by 

locating America and the states of America, before we focus in on the Geography of our 

local area, and how it compares to America, particularly in terms of weather and climate. 
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Climate Systems 

The Köppen System is a climate classifica-

tion system. It is split into five main 

groups which each consist of a range of 

climate types: • Temperate - hot dry sum-

mers, and cooler wetter winters, Mediter-

ranean e.g. United Kingdom • Continental 

- long, cold winters and short, hot sum-

mers, inland areas e.g parts of Turkey • 

Polar - long periods of extreme cold, tun-

dra, ice cap e.g. Antarctica • Tropical - hot 

and humid, wet, rainforest e.g. Brazil • 

Dry - arid, desert e.g. Saudi Arabia  

What features can we look at to compare Human and Physical 

Geography? 

 

Facts about The Americas: 

The Americas are two separate continents consisting of North America 

and South America. • North America contains 23 different countries. • 

The Americas cover a huge area of the globe, extending over several 

lines of latitude and longitude. • The characteristics of different coun-

tries and regions vary significantly, including weather, land use and 

flora and fauna.  


